
Heath & Reach

Parish Plan 2007-2020



Dear Residents

As the Chair of Heath and Reach Parish Council it
gives me enormous pleasure to endorse the Parish
Plan. I know members of the Steering Group have
put in many hundreds of hours in its preparation. I
fully believe that their commitment is reflected
throughout the document.

The Group has fashioned a plan that can be a
template for the development of Heath and Reach as
a community for years to come. Also the simplicity of
its set up will enable villagers to monitor progress
towards the goals contained within it.

It would not have been possible for the Steering Group
to put together the Parish Plan without the feedback
from you the villagers, so many thanks for your
contributions. But that is only the beginning: for the
targets to be achieved, your input and participation
must continue. Please read the Plan and put some
serious thought towards the part you could play in
Heath and Reach’s development towards a green and
sustainable community. There is the opportunity for
villagers, under the stewardship of the Parish Council, to
‘cherry pick’ the issues that interest them. It may be an
area that you have an expertise in and your skills would
benefit the village. You may be parents of young
children and want to help them become rounded
members of our community. You must all be aware of
the global issues affecting the planet. If as a community
we can play a small part in reducing environmental
decay, it can only assist a greater will to slow down
climate change. 

I am sure you would wish me to thank on your behalf
Tom Baird, Councillor Richard Beilby (Vice-Chair),
Councillor Dave Cromack, Dick Denton (Treasurer),
David Hawkridge (Chair), Councillor Tricia Humber
(Secretary), John Stone, Tim Vass and Helen Williams
for compiling this excellent Parish Plan.

Yours sincerely

Councillor Andy Lewis

Dear Residents

At long last here is your summary of the Parish Plan
2007-2020. We hope you enjoy reading it and that
you’ll keep it for future reference. If you would like
to see a copy of the full Plan when it’s printed, please
email The Parish Clerk clerk@heathandreach.org.uk
or phone 01525 217805 .

We want to thank all residents who helped us in
preparing this Plan, especially those  (nearly 400) who
took the time and trouble to complete the Heath and
Reach survey questionnaire. Thanks, too, to those
who delivered and collected the questionnaires or
held meetings in their homes to discuss the issues.
We obtained views about the parish from: Greensand
Trust, Heath and Reach Sports Association, Methodist
Church, Heath and Reach Parish Paths Partnership
(P3), St Leonard’s Church, Year 4 at St Leonard’s VA
Lower School and the Women’s Institute Heath and
Reach. Thanks also to the Bedfordshire Rural
Communities Charity, for help in getting us started,
and to the Parish Council, the South Bedfordshire
District Council and the Department of Environment,
Farming and Rural Affairs for financing this Plan.
Finally, thanks to Steve Mehmed for the artwork.

It will be up to the newly elected Council to decide in
May what happens next. We anticipate that each
year several task groups will be set up by the Council,
including residents who are not councillors – would
you be interested in joining one of those groups, to
get things done? We hope so. We may join some
ourselves. 

Here’s to the future of Heath and Reach!

The Parish Plan Steering Group
March 2007



The Parish Plan 2007-2020

What is the Plan?
Based on Heath and Reach residents’ views, this
plan identifies challenges and offers
opportunities to improve our parish in the period
to 2020.  The plan proposes that Heath and Reach
is a Green and Sustainable Parish, now – and for
the rising generation. This is an agenda for
action.

Why have a Plan?
Steps must be taken to ensure that in future our
parish is a better place to live in, not worse. To
remain a Green Parish means making, in every
way, the best we can of our green environment.
The parish must be sustainable: the village must
remain a village, not become a mere dormitory
suburb of Leighton Buzzard or Milton Keynes.
This plan highlights what needs to be done to
have the parish that residents want in 2020. 

How is the Plan going to be carried out?
That will be up to the incoming Parish Council, but the Plan suggests (page 9) that each year the Council appoints
task groups made up of councillors and invited residents. These task groups will be asked to tackle the challenges
listed in the Plan and make recommendations to the Council. 

Who is going to implement the Plan?
The Plan is for use by the Parish Council (your local elected body) first and foremost, but you can expect the
South Bedfordshire District Council (the planning authority for Heath and Reach) to take it into account. At
County Council and Regional level, it will help to inform action. All these bodies operate within the framework of
policies agreed at each level and by our national government.

Where is the money coming from?
The task groups and the Parish Council will have to consider this question, because implementing the Plan will
cost substantial sums. Possible sources include government funding, commercial sponsorship and local fund-
raising.

What is the timescale?
Decisions about timing will be up to the incoming
Parish Council – and its successors! Some issues are
already being tackled. Others are urgent and
need attention this year or next. Still other issues,
such as whether there should be a community
centre (page 8), will take several years to resolve. 

Please email your comments to The Parish Clerk
clerk@heathandreach.org.uk

Heath & Reach: A green and sustainable Parish





2. Enhance the parish’s green environment

2.1 Seek benefit from the sand
quarries
• Negotiate community use of some

restored quarries as accessible open
space and/or wildlife areas with
footpaths and bridleways 

• Call for other quarries to be restored
to agricultural use or woodlands

2.2 Support Stockgrove Country
Park
• Collaborate with the Greensand Trust

in looking after the Park and its
surroundings

• Contribute ideas to the
Users’ Group

What Heath & Reach residents want

2.3 Protect and improve the
landscape, biodiversity and
wildlife
• Help to establish and protect ‘green

corridors’ for wildlife

• Undertake a programme of tree
planting wherever appropriate in
the parish

• Protect the Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSIs) and nature reserves

2.4 Maintain and add to rights
of way
• Improve and add to the network of

footpaths and bridleways, along the
lines envisaged in ‘A Vision for
Heath and Reach’ prepared by H&R’s
Parish Paths Partnership

2.5 Work with the farmers on
conservation
• Encourage the farmers to enhance

the field edges for wildlife and plant
diversity

“We have a bird-watcher’s
paradise, a geologist’s delight,
a botanist’s Eden, all on our
doorstep.”

“The Country Park is a lovely
place – it keeps me sane.”



3. Move towards community sustainability

3.1 Improve air quality and cut
aircraft noise
• Seek reductions in dust, diesel and CO2

pollution from road traffic through H&R

• Support the S. Beds. campaign to prevent
increased numbers of flights over H&R

3.2 Conserve water and maintain its
quality
• Encourage water conservation by

residents

• Protect the parish’s sand aquifers from
pollution

3.3 Promote energy saving and waste
recycling

• Request energy saving features in new planning
applications

• Call for energy-saving streetlights to be installed

• Request increased waste recycling, covering more
materials

• Initiate and support moves to prevent dumping and
fly-tipping

3.4 Aim for ‘carbon-neutral
parish’ status and explore
solar and wind power
• Evaluate and publicise current

carbon emissions, and aim for
carbon-neutral status

• Invite commercial providers to
assess the parish’s potential for
solar and wind power

• Encourage residents to consider
solar and wind power options

“The traffic spoils Heath and
Reach’s air quality more than
anything else.”

“Would invest in roof-top
solar panels if they cost less.”

What Heath & Reach residents want



4. Help the rising generation

4.1 Support the playgroups, school
and adult education
• Consider and where possible meet the

playgroups’ needs

• Increase Parish Council inputs into the
school’s development and well-being

• Explore adult education provision in the
parish

4.2 Investigate options for more
housing for young people
• Review what can be done without using

Green Belt land

• Review what Green Belt land, if any, could
be released solely for this purpose
and what guarantees could be
obtained of the land being used
for it

4.3 Improve community and public
transport
• Explore improved community and public transport

4.4 Manage road traffic and parking
• Examine the options for a lorry ban

• Review current speed limits

• Review traffic calming measures

• Explore new on-street and off-street parking
options

4.5 Add to road safety for pedestrians
and cyclists
• Improve the condition of existing

pavements

• Look into provision of new pavements and
footways

• Mark routes suitable for cyclists

• Endorse a Safer Routes to School scheme in
the parish

“I dice with death every
time I need to cross Bird’s Hill
with my toddler.”

“Banning or weight
restrictions on HGVs.”

What Heath & Reach residents want



5. Foster community spirit

5.1 Seek to meet needs for local
amenities
• Support the Sports Association, the British

Legion, the Scouts, the Football Club and
other local organisations in sustaining the
amenities they offer

• Pursue the allocation of land for a public
bike jump area

• Keep the Recreation Ground clean and
tidy

• Add to playground equipment for
children at the Recreation Ground

• Develop a new playing area at Thrift
Quarry, once it has been restored

• Explore the setting up of new
organisations such as a Youth Club

5.2 Improve community policing
• Consult Bedfordshire police re

improvements in community policing in the
parish

• Take steps to set up Neighbourhood Watch
schemes where residents want them

5.3 Multiply local small businesses
• Promote the parish in the local media as a

good place to live and work

• Compile and maintain on the parish website
a register of local small businesses

5.4 Enhance local health services
• Explore with Leighton Buzzard GPs and

the Primary Care Trust whether a
consulting room could be set up in the
village

• Discuss with Leighton Buzzard pharmacies
whether a delivery service for medicines
could be set up for the parish

5.5 Explore the options for setting
up a community centre
• Review existing halls and their condition

• Explore the options for a suitable site for
a new hall with parking

• Explore the options for funding

• If a site is available and funds can be
raised, survey the residents to find out
what most of them would like to see built

“Bring back the local
bobby!”

“A village hall like Great
Brickhill’s (see photo),
please!”

What Heath & Reach residents want



6. Invite residents to play their part
For the wishes of residents, as expressed in this plan, to be carried out, the Parish Council will want to stay in
touch with and get help from you the residents. The plan proposes that the Council should: 

6.1 Invite interested residents to join task
groups set up by the Parish Council
• Compile a list of residents who indicated interest at

the time of the survey

6.2 Invite residents with specialist
knowledge to advise the Parish Council
• Compile a list of these residents and contact them

as and when their help is needed

6.3 Publish an improved newsletter four
times a year
• Appoint an editor and approve a new format

• Pay for quick distribution of the newsletter to all parish residents

• Invite letters from residents on matters that interest them

6.4 Re-model and update the parish’s websites
(e.g., www.heathandreach.org.uk,
www.heathandreach.com)
• Ensure that appropriate information appears on

time

• Invite responses from and interact with residents

6.5 Ensure that informative agenda, minutes
and other items are posted promptly on the
notice boards and websites
• Consider providing a second notice board at Reach

Green

• Appoint a notice board guardian to update the
content

6.6 Maintain the village (parish) column in the
Leighton Buzzard Observer
• Invite interested residents to contribute items

• Include brief progress reports from the task groups (see
above)

6.7 Organise regular events that highlight important aspects of the parish
• Invite local societies and organisations to hold such events for residents

• Invite the Greensand Trust and H&R P3 to do the same

• Invite residents with specialist knowledge of the parish (e.g., archaeology, history, farming, ecology) to
speak at such events

• Invite our District and County Councillors to speak to us about the parish and its future

• Celebrate the parish by sustaining and/or re-creating annual events (e.g., Carols on the Green, Shrove
Tuesday, Summer Street Party)

“Community cohesion is
going to be important in
the future.”

“Enter and win a tidy
village competition.”

6.8 Enter the Calor ‘Village of the Year’
competition
• See www.villageoftheyear.org

What Heath & Reach residents want



Some Heath & Reach statistics
Out of 698 questionnaires distributed in the parish to people aged 16 and over, 403 were returned (57.7%). 

Much of what has been included in the plan has been gleaned from the strongly held, and often strongly
expressed, written and spoken opinions of those of who took the opportunity to write on their questionnaires or
who attended street or group meetings. Those who ‘ticked the boxes’ made an equally important contribution to
the plan, and below are their answers to key questions.

What you said in the questionnaires
Think you will still want to be
living here in 2020?

Main resasons for living in Heath
and Reach?

Like Heath & Reach having its own
identity?

Want to oppose building in Green
Belt to the east?

Want the Green Belt to remain
as it is?

Most important amenities?

Yes

Yes probably

Probably not

Definitely not

Blank

26.8%

41.2%

17.4%

4%
10.7%

Yes

No, can’t
say or
blank

93.8%

6.2% Yes

No or
blank

92.8%

7.2%

Yes

No or
blank

86.6%

13.4%

Stockgrove
Country Park

Sports ground at
The Cock

Adequate
Hall Space

Like community

Near work

Family ties

Retired here

Close to school

Other and blank

41.7%

28.5%
24.8%

17.1%

13.2%

16.9%



Some Heath & Reach statistics

Want to do more to protect these
by 2020?

Think speed limits within the
parish are adequate?

Wish to see a new community hall
or centre?

Want to do more of these by
2020?

Experience of crime in the last
two years?

Think the village’s overall
appearance is:

Footnote: Of the respondents, 55% were female, 45% male; 3% were under 21, 60% were 21-59 and 37% were
over 60. 73% said they lived in adults only households, 17% had only school-aged children living with them, 4%
had school-aged and younger children living with them, and 6% had only pre-school children living with them.
32% of respondents said they were retired.

Wildlife Landscape Buildings Air quality

Archaeology History Public
Footpaths

Public
Bridleways

60.5%
64.5%

40%

53.8%

36.7%
40.9%

55.6%

41.7%

Conserve water

Develop wind
power

Develop solar
power

Save energy

Encourage
recycling

Yes

No

Blank

62.8%

3%

34.2%

Antisocial behaviour

Vehicle vandalism

Fly tipping

Property vandalism

22.1% 20.6%

12.7% 12.4%

Yes

No

Blank
52.9%

22.3%

24.8%

Good/excellent

Reasonable
poor

56.6%
43.4%

69.2%

60.5%

69.0%

76.9% 78.9%



1. Keep the parish’s strong identity
1.1 Look after the parish’s heritage

1.2 Work with planning agencies to defend the Green Belt

1.3 Protect and promote the essential features of village life

2. Enhance the parish’s green environment
2.1 Seek benefit from the sand quarries

2.2 Support Stockgrove Country Park

2.3 Protect and improve the landscape, biodiversity and wildlife

2.4 Maintain and add to rights of way

2.5 Work on conservation with the parish’s farmers 

3. Move towards community sustainability
3.1 Improve air quality and cut aircraft noise

3.2 Conserve water and maintain its quality

3.3 Promote energy saving and waste recycling

3.4 Aim for ‘carbon-neutral parish’ status and explore solar and wind power

4. Help the rising generation
4.1 Support the playgroups, the school and adult education

4.2 Investigate options for more housing for young people

4.3 Improve community and public transport

4.4 Manage road traffic and parking

4.5 Add to road safety for pedestrians and cyclists

5. Foster community spirit
5.1 Seek to meet needs for local amenities

5.2 Improve community policing

5.3 Multiply local small businesses

5.4 Enhance local health services

5.5 Explore the options for building a community centre

6. Invite residents to play their part
6.1 Invite interested residents to join task groups set up by the Parish Council

6.2 Invite residents with specialist knowledge to advise the Parish Council

6.3 Publish an improved newsletter four times a year

6.4 Re-model and update the parish’s websites

6.5 Ensure that informative agenda and minutes, and other items, are posted promptly on the notice
boards and website

6.6 Maintain the village (parish) column in the Leighton Buzzard Observer

6.7 Organise regular events that highlight important aspects of the parish

6.8 Enter the Calor ‘Village of the Year’ competition

Progress checklist for annual parish meetings


